
Carolyn Joan (nee Regier, Moomaw, Richtman) Wilhelm, 89, of Albany, Oregon, USA, 
passed away on 17 October 2021. She made provisions for a generous gift to the Asia 
Rice Foundation USA – now known as the Global Rice Research Foundation – in 
recognition of the tremendous importance to rice in the world and as a reflection of how 
important rice had been for her, her husband, Jim Moomaw, and their family.  
  
Carolyn and her then husband, Dr. James Curtis Moomaw (photo below) came to Los 
Baños, Philippines, in November 1961. With their baby son, they joined the new 
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) where Jim would become the institute’s first 
agronomist through to 1969. Their family grew to four children by the time they departed 
Los Baños and Carolyn holds the honor of giving birth to the first “IRRI Kid”! 

 
 

In 1963, Jim started IRRI’s Long-Term Continuous Cropping Experiment (in 2021 
produced its 170th crop), which is the longest running intensively cultivated rice 
experiment in the world (usually three crops per year) that has provided important data 
on the effects of such a rice-cropping system. A seminal paper in the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences (PNAS) published in 2021 examines in some detail the 
insights gained from this long-term trial (J. K. Ladha et al., 2021. “Steady agronomic and 
genetic interventions are essential for sustaining productivity in intensive rice cropping”. 
Vol 118 (47): https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2110807118). 

 

Jim Moomaw in the field in the 

early 1960s and Carolyn during 

the taping of her IRRI Pioneer 

Interview in 2005 while visiting 

IRRI, the first such interview. 

https://youtu.be/RJDFvhh1i4s
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2110807118


 
After 8 years working for IRRI at headquarters and Sri Lanka, Jim moved Carolyn and 
the family of four children by then to Nigeria where he established the first rice program 
at the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture. Visiting IRRI for the first time in 26 
years back in December 2005, Carolyn fondly looked back at her family’s time in the 
Philippines in the first-ever IRRI Pioneer Interview. 
 
In 1982, she first worked at the world-famous Cold Spring Harbor Laboratories and 
then, in 1986, moved on to the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) in Texas. As a 
technician at HHMI, she directed the protein sequencing facility. By the time of her 
retirement in 2001, she had contributed to numerous publications in peer reviewed 
journals and worked with a number of Nobel Laureates. 

We at the Global Rice Research Foundation are honored to receive this bequest. This 
gift will help us engage with young scientists some of whom will embark upon similar 
lives and careers as Jim and Carolyn contributing to the welfare of all of humanity. We 
will ensure that this will form part of a lasting legacy of the Moomaw family. 

 

 

https://ricetoday.irri.org/reflections-of-a-rice-widow/?fbclid=IwAR0rwAr7Kv0TyN-Ifl22tMWuRfUdfaTzt36yingqKiOCbrOFmvHkVNZv-_4

